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      PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

  

    THE SEA BREEZE 
                                        Sawgrass Women’s Club Monthly Newsletter                   December 2021   

   
 
 

         
 
 
 

 
Hi everyone! We are ROCKin’ 
right into THE SEASON and 

here are your December updates and 
highlights:  
 

ROCK & RENDEVOUZ – Let’s get 
together over the holidays! In the 
first couple weeks of November, in 
addition to the general meeting 
with K9’s for Warriors I have 
attended the Walking Tour of 

Downtown Jacksonville organized by Barbara 
Maletz/Daytrippers, the Board & Brush painting 
event coordinated by Brittany Darling/After 
Hours, and Book Club chaired by Nan Healy.  What 
a blast ~ I hope you are also taking advantage of 
the FABULOUS activities our group offers.  See this 
newsletter for all the details and reserve your 
spot/mark your calendars.  
 
And if I don’t see you in person before 
Thanksgiving or the December holidays – I hope 
they are wonderful events full of family, fun & 
food. “One cannot think well, love well, sleep well, 
if one has not dined well.” – Virginia Woolf 
 

OH MY! On Tuesday, 
December 14th we have 
our always popular & 
festive Christmas 
luncheon with some very 

special entertainment… 
 

CLARA…AND THE MOUSE 
KING, UNCLE CROSSELMEYER & 
THE NUTCRACKER PRINCE!  
We are excited to host the 
Florida Ballet and a “Nutcracker 

performance”. Read more about it 
in this newsletter. Dress festively!  

(Cont. page 2) 
 

Join us for the Sawgrass Women’s Club 
 

Holiday Program and Luncheon 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021 
 

Sawgrass Clubhouse           
10:30 Social   

11:00 Seating & Program: 
The Florida Ballet performing scenes from  

The Nutcracker Ballet 
 

Luncheon to follow  
 

Price: $35.00/person  
Reserve on-line at www.sawgrasswomensclub.com 

Or by check payable to Sawgrass Women’s Club and sent to: 
Gail Nangle, 1004 Ponte Vedra Blvd., PVB 32082 

 

Reservations are required. Deadline: December 6, 2021 
 

It is our pleasure to have The Florida Ballet perform at our annual 
Holiday Luncheon. Founded in 1978 by Laurie Picinich-Byrd and 
Michael Byrd, The Company of the Florida Ballet performed 
regionally and locally before disbanding in 1989. In 2018, The 
Florida Ballet’s leadership team re-established their founder’s goal 
to institute a professional ballet company in NE Florida. Their 
mission is to enrich and inspire the cultural landscape of our 
community through education and art of classical ballet. 
Substantial growth has already been achieved going from 3 

dancers in the 2018-
2019 season to a 
current company of 
twelve members.  
 
The Florida Ballet has 
moved into their new 
permanent location. 
A 30,000 square foot 
facility located at 
10131 Atlantic 

Boulevard. For their current performance schedule and season 
ticket information visit www.floridaballet.org 
 

This performance will surely be an enriching experience for all. 

https://www.bl.uk/people/virginia-woolf
http://www.sawgrasswomensclub.com/
http://www.floridaballet.org/
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                (President’s Message continued) 

 

 

KICK BACK & RELAX- The holidays are right 
around the corner and that means 
craziness, busyness & sometimes (all the 
time?) stress. I think it is especially 
important to find ways to take breathers. 
After all we want to remember these days 
as some of the best, right?  

                         

 
 

And what better way to do that than to cut the crazy and 
find ways to really relax and enjoy ourselves. For me, a 
hard workout in the morning, yoga in the afternoons at 
my favorite studio, blasting my music during happy hour 
(hello classic rock!) and not obsessing too much over the 
perfect dinners or gifts to buy works wonders. Wishing 
you all the best~ Namaste

                                                                             Carpe Diem the Season!  Elise 
 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Workshops!! 
 

Arts & Crafts       Dorothy Flannery &  

Jill Fennessey 
 

Magazine Angels! 
December 7, 3-5 pm 

Beach Club Oceans Edge E  

$6 per person - pay in advance 
to Dorothy Flannery. 
Limit 12 participants 
All supplies provided: heads, 
glue, halos, ribbon, wings, 
decorations, scissors, paint, 
markers, beads, magazines, 
doilies, glitter, etc. 

Contact Dorothy 305-361-6772 or Jill 904-553-2424 
 

* * * * 
Fun with Flowers                      Felicia Mellon 

 

Create a holiday floral arrangement with 

Keith Smith of Got Flowers, JAX! 

Sunday, December 5, 1- 3 pm 

Sawgrass Golf Clubhouse 

$40/person 

All floral supplies provided. 
Sign up and pay online at 

www.sawgrasswomensclub.com 
or give check payable to SWC to Felicia Mellon. 

Only 40 spots available! 
    

Questions?  Contact Felicia Mellon 

Feliciajm@gmail.com 

904-382-1140 (evenings only please) 
 

 

   

   After Hours                                Brittany Darling  
   

    Christmas Cookie Exchange  
    Date: Thursday, December 9th     Time: 6-8pm 
    Location: Francie Peters’ House 
    2613 Lighthouse Bend 
    Sawgrass CC 
    Sign Up: Email Brittany -  
   brittany.rogers.2008@gmail.com 
   Cost is $15 and covers dinner and 
   festive cookie containers to take 
   home cookies, and prizes! 
 

Ready for dinner and holiday socializing? 
We'll enjoy lasagna and salad then swap cookies! Everyone 
needs to bring 30-40 cookies (depends on how many sign 
up) to exchange. Prizes awarded for best recipe, prettiest 
cookies, etc. BYOB 
 

  Bunco 
  Date: December 14th  Time: 6-8pm 
  Location: Jocelynn's house 
  904 Fiddler's Creek Rd.,   
  Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 
  Sign up: Email Jocelynn to sign up 
- jocbecksmith@comcast.net 

 Bring $10 cash to play and your own beverage of  choice! 
Jocelynn will have light snacks and a fun  December 
"Bunco Surprise!" 

    SWC Board & Brush Night – November 4, 2021 

http://www.sawgrasswomensclub.com/
mailto:Feliciajm@gmail.com
mailto:brittany.rogers.2008@gmail.com
mailto:jocbecksmith@comcast.net
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Book Club                       Nan Healy, Susie Maxson 

Mark your calendars for our Book Club 
New Year’s Party (our holiday party) for 
January 11, 2022, 4:00 - 6:00 pm. Keep 
your eyes out for the Evite for specific 
details! 
 

Looking ahead, our January selection is 
Women in Sunlight by Frances Mayes, 
an illuminating novel that reveals the 
exotic charms of Italy through the eyes 
of three American women who must 
learn to let go of the past so they can 
embrace a new culture, new relation-
ships and a second chance at life.    We 
will meet on Tuesday, January 25, 2022 
at 4:00 pm at the Beach Club. For more information, 
contact Nan Healy, nankhealy@gmail.com or Suzie 
Maxson, maxsonsuzanne1@gmail.com 
 

Introduction to Improvisation              Nan Healy 
Are you ready to participate in recess for grownups? 

Join us in trying improvisation, where you can improve 
your listening and observation skills, enhance creative 
thinking and decision-making abilities but mostly, are you 
ready to have FUN? The class will be taught by Amy 
Angelilli, chief adventure officer of her company, The 
Adventure Project.  Amy has 15 years of experience in the 
industry and has taught and performed all over the United 
States. 
 

The Improv class will be held Monday, 
January 24th, 2022 from 1:00 to 4:00 
pm. at the Golf Clubhouse.  Cost is $45 
per person.  Register online at the 
SWC website or by check made out to 
SWC and send to Nan Healy.  For more 
information, contact Nan at (904) 

318-5114 or nankhealy@gmail.com.  

 

Mahjongg                                      Kearby Parker 
SWC mahjongg players meet in the 
Atrium at the Clubhouse on 
Mondays from 1 - 4 for drop-in 
games. Beginners to advanced 
players are welcome. If you have 
not already done so, please join our 
email group by contacting Kearby at 
kearbyparker@gmail.com to receive current information.  
 

Interested in learning to play? Contact Liz DeBlock about 
taking lessons with Donna Berger in February or March 
2022. lizdeblock@hotmail.com  
 

Needlers                                                 Joyce Miller  
  

On December 8 from 1-3 pm, the Needlers will meet with 
their knit, crochet, needlepoint, 
and other needlecraft projects 
either at the Beach Club Alcove 
or Pavilion, depending upon the 
weather. Our crafty Needlers 
get together on the second 
Wednesday of the month. If you 
would like to join the Needlers, 

but this is not a convenient time, kindly contact Joyce 
Miller by email joyceamiller@icloud.com. 
 

Storied Lives                                           Nan Healy 
Storied Lives will meet on Tuesday, December 7, 2021 at 
10:00 am. at the Beach Club.  Please note the DATE 
CHANGE due to the SWC Holiday luncheon. Our 
storytelling prompt this 
month is to write about 
your favorite holiday 
tradition.  For more 
information, contact Nan 
Healy, (904) 318-5114 or 
nankhealy@gmail.com 
 

DayTrippers tour of Downtown Jacksonville with guide, Andrew Jackson, and lunch at Bellwether 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:nankhealy@gmail.com
mailto:maxsonsuzanne1@gmail.com
mailto:nankhealy@gmail.com
mailto:kearbyparker@gmail.com
mailto:lizdeblock@hotmail.com
mailto:nankhealy@gmail.com
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Dates to Remember 
Nov. 17        After Hours Happy Hour 5-7 pm 
Nov. 25        Happy Thanksgiving! 
Nov. 28 –      
  Dec. 6         Happy Hanukkah!      
Dec. 5           Fun with Flowers 1-3 pm 
Dec. 7           Storied Lives 10 am 
Dec. 7           Arts & Crafts 3-5 pm 
Dec. 8           Needlers 1-3 pm 
Dec. 14         Holiday Luncheon 
Dec. 25         Merry Christmas! 
Jan. 11          Book Group New Year’s Party 4-6 pm 
Jan. 25          Book Group discussion 4 pm 
Jan. 24          Introduction to Improvisation 1-4 pm 
Apr. 20         Fashion Show 2022 

Open mahjongg – Mondays 1- 4 pm Clubhouse 
 

Lisa Grabeman maintains the Sawgrass Women’s Club 
Master Calendar.  When planning activities please contact 

her for date availability at:  (937) 623-8483 or 
grabeman@msn.com 

 

          Send newsletter articles to:  maryvkirk@gmail.com 
Deadline for information to be included in the Newsletter 

is the 8th of the month prior to the next issue.   
 

Sawgrass Women’s Club Cares 
Please notify Lisa Grabeman at (937)623-8483 or 

grabeman@msn.com concerning Sawgrass Women’s Club 
members who are experiencing life situations which 

warrant notes of sympathy or encouragement. 

 

  

Membership                       Sharon Jones              sjonespvb@outlook.com                  904-613-4950 
 

 
Warmest thoughts and best wishes for a joyful holiday season 

 
12/1 Jeannie Blocker, Jennifer Bristow; 12/2 Barbara Orr, Shirley Sleeker; 
12/4 Peggy Widicus;  12/8 Stacey Mayer, Ann Paternostro; 12/9 Linda 
Houghton;  12/10 Sandy Elliott; 12/11 Karen Henry, Angelika Maisenberger; 
12/13 Luci Kyle; 12/15 Cindy Horine; 12/16 Ana Maria Balfour, Shevawn 
Everett; 12/18 Mary Lou Bannon; 12/22 Jen Policastro; 12/25 Toni Bramhall; 
12/26 Melody Mason; 12/29 Mimi Calfee, Margaret Domogala, Trish Lang, 
Diana Stewart; 12/30 Carole Blaine, Susan Klein, Deana Ruffell, Elly Stevens; 
12/31 Marta Smith, Cathy Wallner. 
 

Remember to always visit our Facebook page: Sawgrasswomensclubpontevedrabeach and our website 

www.sawgrasswomensclub.com 
 

2021-2022 Officers 
President – Elise Beard 
1st Vice President, Programs – Gail Nangle 
2nd Vice President, Membership – Sharon Jones 
3rd Vice President, After Hours – Brittany Darling 
Treasurer – Cindy Feeley 
Recording Secretary – Suzie Maxson 
Corresponding Secretary/Master Calendar – Lisa Grabeman 
Parliamentarian – Laura Torrey Kettell 

Advisory Board 
Arts & Crafts – Dorothy Flannery, Jill Fennessey 
Book Club –Nan Healy, Suzie Maxson 
Bridge, Chicago – Karla Dunham 
Bridge, Duplicate – Fran Serur, Lindley Rhodes 
Bunco – Jocelyn Becksmith 
Communication/Email – Mary Jean Spegal 
DayTrippers – Barbara Maletz 
Fashion Show – Grace Kinsella, Casey Robyn 
Fun with Flowers – Felicia Mellon 
Historian – Peg Babcock 
Hospitality – Betsy Dykstra 
Lunch Around – Dianne Barkley, Judy Miller 
Mahjongg – Kearby Parker,  
Needlers – Joyce Miller 
Newsletter Editor– Mary Kirk 
Newsletter/Manual Distribution – Carol Morgan 
Social Media – Shevawn Everett, Jeanne Pilcher 
Special Events Epicurean – Natalie Costello 
Special Events Trips – Linda Houghton, Sharon Lindberg 
Special Event White Oak Conservation – Trish Arnett 
Storied Lives – Nan Healy   
Website – Peg Babcock 

mailto:grabeman@msn.com
mailto:maryvkirk@gmail.com
mailto:grabeman@msn.com
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Enjoy this inspiring story by one of the Storied Lives writers.  

Join the group and share your wonderful stories! 
 

                                                       Hi, my name is Sharon Lindberg and this is me sitting at the waterfalls in 3 Falls Woods. 
       

      It takes half an hour to walk the 
trails and reach this spot from my 
house.  This space is unique. It 
contains a horseshoe canyon, four- 
story cliffs, three intermittent 
waterfalls, depressions, kettle 
holes, sinkholes, random rocks the 
size of Volkswagens, strewn around. 
There are possibly three natural 
underground water pipes running 
through the limestone and probably 
underground lakes that discharge 
all year round into nearby springs. 
This type of land formation is called 
karst topography. All 90 acres of 
land including five miles of trails 
have finally been preserved for 
future generations to enjoy the topography and flora of nature. 
        The land is now owned by the New York Land Trust and finally safe from development, but that wasn’t always the 
case. The last owner was a developer who tried for years to develop the land. A group of determined neighbors, including 
me, saw the value to preserving this place and fought him at every turn. Luckily, we had the determination and deep 
pockets to proceed. We formed a 501c3 to inform the public and give their donations to our group tax exemptions. I 
volunteered to help steer this group. 
         We called ourselves the Manlius Greenspace Coalition. We held forums, spoke to interested groups, paid experts to 
evaluate the property and were able to raise money for this and a lawyer. We ended up with 3 lawyers at different times. 
One and two understood town law and helped us repel Developer requests during the Planning board process. Lawyer 

three was hired to litigate in court when we would do an article 78. (Sue the 
town for not following correct procedures and voiding the developer’s 
application) 
         As an offshoot of a public town forum a few of our members partnered 
with the town to apply for a grant to assess  greenspace and determine what 
was buildable and what was unbuildable. We called our group Mosaic and met 
with two town councilors every other Saturday for 3 years. We didn’t want to 
be accused of being NIMBY’s. We helped the whole town determine buildable 
land. Developers were selling land and the buyers had no way to know if they 
had buildable lots or not. We encouraged the passing of new town ordinances 
that would prevent building close to steep slopes and too close to wetlands. 
        With the grant money, Mosaic hired a GIS specialist to create a GIS program 

for our town. This information was available to the planning board and Town Board to help in the planning process. Jerry 
and I donated huge paper laminated maps. So that one could see each layer of the GIS map in real time. We encouraged 
Town to get an overhead projector so that computer generated materials could be displayed on a screen. But I Digress. 
        After 8 years the developer finally fought his last battle in the State Supreme Court. Would he lower his price and 
sell? No, he didn’t lower the price. Finally, a philanthropist stepped forward with some money from google stocks and 
with no heirs to leave it to, he used the money and purchased the land. He never would have heard of Three Falls Woods 
if we hadn’t worked so hard to get the message out. He immediately turned the deed over to a land trust and spared the 
space development.      
      For many years I couldn’t walk the woods. The Developer would have loved to arrest me for trespass and splash it all 
over the paper. But now I can. It’s a peaceful magical place that I am proud to say I had a hand in preserving.



 

 

More photos from Board and Brush 
 

 
 
Photo from K9s for Warriors presentation –  
      Rachel and her K9 Buddy  


